by his own free will and the throne
was taken by Baybers al-Gashenkar. Two
years later when he repented and returned,
his successor Baybers, fled from Cairo and
the Mamlukes willingly reinstated Nasir
ud-Din and he ruled for thirty-three years
more. His reign is characterised by a
very high standard of Islamic Art. Some
thirty mosques were raised during his
time out of which about twenty are still
standing.

THE MADRESSA-MAUSOLEUM OF
AN-NASIR 1295 A.D.

of the earliest build-
ings raised by An-Nasir is the madressa-
mausoleum which is dated somewhere
between 1295-1304 A.D. This edifice is
situated between the two gorgeous tomb-
mosques of Qalawun and Barquq and
hence it appears insignificant by compari-
son. The dome of the mosque, its primi-
tive stalactite-pendentives, stucco orna-
ments, the unusual minarets and the

154